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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address -- 
Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )S Responsive to communication(s) filed on 06 October 2003 . 
2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)|3 This action is non-final. 

3) n Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) S Claim(s) 1 - 24 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) 13 Claim{s) 2 and 3 is/are allowed. 

6) 13 Claim(s) 1 and 4-24 is/are rejected. 
?)□ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) n Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) 0 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)^ The drawing(s) filed on 06 October 2003 is/are: a)^ accepted or bjD objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required If the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
1 1 )□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or fomi PTO-1 52. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12)EI Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)|EI All b)n Some * c)^ None of: 

1 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 
Applicant's election with traverse of Species 2 in the reply filed on February 1 1 , 
2005 is acknowledged. Upon further consideration, the election of species requirement 
has been withdrawn. Accordingly, all claims, 1-24 are under consideration. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 
The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claim 5 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 

for failing to particulady point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 

regards as the invention. How can the independent claim 4 claim deleting page number 

data and its dependent claim 5 claims maintaining the page number data that has 

already been deleted? 

Claim Rejections • 35 USC § 101 

35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

Claims 21 and 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed 
invention is directed to non-statutory subject matter. Claim 21 and 22 are directed only 
to a program for causing an apparatus to cany out a function. Since this program is not 
claimed as being stored on any tangible medium, the claim is non-statutory. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 
Claims 2 and 3 are allowed. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 
Witli respect to claims 2 and 3, tlie prior art does not teach or render obvious the 
total combination as claimed including an image processing apparatus having reading 
means for reading Individual original documents in an original document volume, for 
performing image processing on an image information read by said reading means, said 
image processing apparatus comprising selecting means for selecting jobs to be joined 
from the plurality of jobs stored in said storage means in the event that said joined 
output mode has been set by said setting means and number assigning means for 
assigning serial numbers to be output for printing the jobs selected by said selecting 
means. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the Issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which fomis the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
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Claims 1 , 4 , 6 - 24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Horvath in view of Noguchi. 

With respect to claim 1,4 and 19, Horvath teaches an image processing 
apparatus and method (See Fig. 1 ), having reading means (26) for reading individual 
original documents in a volume contained in original document data, for performing 
image processing on image information read by said reading means, said image 
processing apparatus comprising image editing means capable of deleting and adding 
image to the scanned image data and assembling means (See Col. 7, lines 15-20) for 
assembling images of page infonmation of the individual original document pages in a 
plurality of original document volumes read by said reading means, into a single sorted 
document in the memory of the image processor to be later printed out. 

However, Horvath does not teach deleting page numbers, printed on said original 
documents in said original document volume, from image information read by said 
reading means, although, the editing means is well capable of doing so if needed.. 

Noguchi teaches a deleting means (See Col. 12, lines 26 - 42) for deleting page 
numbers printed on said original documents in said original document volume, from 
image information read by said reading means, as well as for adding new page 
numbers to the document to be printed out. 

It would have been obvious to modify Horvath to use its editing means for 
deleting page numbers as taught by Noguchi to provide an effective means for printing 
specific pages of an original document. 
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With respect to claim 6, Horvath as modified by Noguchi teaclies a job 
processing method (Fig. 3) further comprising an input step for inputting one or the 
other of first instruction for pemiitting execution of page number data deleting 
processing and second instruction for forbidding execution of page number data 
deleting processing wherein, said control step, in the event that said first instruction 
input, output data equivalent to data wherein page number data has been deleted from 
said box function job data generated, and in the event that said second instruction is 
input, output data equivalent to data wherein page number data has not been deleted 
from said box function job data and is maintained therein is generated. 

With respect to claim 7,Horvath as modified by Noguchi teaches a job processing 
method further comprising a display control (Fig. 2) step for displaying on a display unit 
a first operating screen for selecting one or a plurality of jobs in said storage unit for said 
box functions, and then displaying a second operating screen (See col. 7, lines 30 - 50, 
in Horvath) for selecting whether or not to execute page number data deleting 
processing wherein, in said selecting step said box function jobs are selected through 
said first operating screen and wherein, in said input step, either said first instruction or 
said second instruction is input through said second operating screen. 

With respect to claim 8, Horvath as modified by Noguchi teaches a job 
processing method wherein one or a plurality of said jobs in said storage unit can be 
selected with said box functions in said selecting step, said method further comprising 
an input step wherein, in the event that a plurality of jobs have been selected in said 
selecting step, a third instruction for generating joined data equivalent to data obtained 
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by joining said plurality of selected jobs as one job, and a fourth instruction for 
outputting said plurality of selected jobs each as separate jobs, can be selectively input 
(See col. 7, lines 1 - 63, In Horvath). 

With respect to claim 9, Horvath as modified by Noguchi teaches a job 
processing method (Fig. 3) further comprising a position specifying step (See col. 7, 
lines 1 - 63) on said job data the page number to be deleted exists, the event of 
deleting page number data from job data wherein, in the event that a plurality of jobs 
have been selected in said selecting step and said third instruction has been input, said 
specifying processing can be executed for each of said plurality of job selected in said 
selecting step. 

With respect to claim 10, Horvath as modified by Noguchi teaches a job 
processing method (Fig. 3) wherein said apparatus capable of executing said box 
functions and also capable of using said storage unit to execute at least one of copy 
functions, printer function, facsimile functions, and transmission functions, said method 
further comprising a step (See col. 7, lines 1 - 63) selecting one functions wherein, in 
said control step, output data said plurality of equivalent to data created by page 
number data being deleted from said selected job data within said storage unit for said 
function, is generated . 

With respect to claim 1 1 , Horvath teaches a job processing method (Fig. 5) 
further comprising an output step (See col. 7, lines 1 - 63) for subjecting output data 
generated said control step execution of output processing corresponding to user 
Instructions made with regard to a plurality of types of output processing including at 
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least one of first output processing wherein said generated output data is printed with a 
printer unit, second output processing wherein said generated output data is transmitted 
to another apparatus capable of communicating with said apparatus and third output 
processing for storing said generated output data in said storage unit. 

With respect to claim 12, Horvath teaches all that is claimed except for deleting 
and assigning page numbers to the image data. 

Noguchi teaches a generating processing for generating output data equivalent 
to data created by deleting the page number data from box function job data selected in 
said selecting step and assigning new page number data thereto and a generating 
processing for generating output data equivalent to data created by leaving the page 
number data in the box function job data selected in said selecting step and also 
assigning new page number data thereto (See col. 12, lines 26-42). 

It would have been obvious to modify Horvath to delete the page number data 
from box function job data selected in said selecting step and assigning a new page 
number as taught by Noguchi to provide an effective way of providing the copied pages 
with new numbers. 

With respect to claim 13 and 20, Since Horvath as modified by Noguchi has the 
capabilities for deleting page numbers and assigning new page numbers (See col. 7, 
lines 1 - 63) it would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to have a control step 
for generating output data equivalent to data created by assigning both chapter number 
data and page number data to said box function job data selected in said selecting step. 
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With respect to claim 14 and 16, the editing means of Horvath as modified by 
Noguchi has the capability to assign or not assign chapter number data and page 
number data to certain selected jobs. 

With respect to claim 15, Horvath as modified by Noguchi teaches a display 
control step for displaying on a display unit (Fig. 2), a first operating screen (34) for 
selecting one or a plurality of jobs in said storage unit for said box functions, and then 
displaying a second operating screen (Fig. 3) having an instructing key for inputting a 
request for said generating processing wherein, in said selecting step, one or a plurality 
of said box function jobs within said storage unit can be selected through said first 
operating screen and wherein, in said control step, in the event that a request for said 
generating processing is input through user operations of said instructing key or said 
operating screen, control is pertomned so as to executed said generating processing. 

With respect to claim 17, Since Horvath as modified by Noguchi has the 
capabilities for deleting page numbers and assigning new page numbers (See col. 7, 
lines 1 - 63) it would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to have a step for 
selecting one of said plurality of functions wherein, said control step, output data 
equivalent data created by assigning both chapter number data and page number data 
to said box function job selected in said storage unit, can be generated. 

With respect to claim, 18, Horvath as modified by Noguchi teaches a job 
processing method further comprising an output step (See col. 7, lines 1 - 63) for 
subjecting output data generated said control step to execution of output processing 
conresponding to user instructions (See col. 7, lines 40 - 46) made with regard to 
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plurality of types of output processing including at least one first output processing 
wherein said generated output data is printed with a printer unit second output 
processing wherein said generated output data is transmitted to another apparatus 
capable of communicating with said apparatus and third output processing for storing 
said generated output data in said storage unit. 

With respect to claim 21 - 24, It would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art that Horvath as modified by Noguchi teaches a storage medium having a program 
for causing an apparatus to have a code for selecting and controlling jobs and data 
information since his apparatus has the capability to be programmed to carry out the 
function (See col. 7, lines 1 - 63). 



Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Marvin P. Crenshaw whose telephone number is (571 ) 
272-2158. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Thursday 7:00 - 5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Andrew Hirshfeld can be reached on (571) 272-2168. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more infonnation about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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